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POLICY:
It is the policy of Copper Country Mental Health Services Board to protect a recipient's right to treatment by spiritual means, if it is not inconsistent with a court order for treatment, does not break the law or does not physically harm the recipient or others.

PURPOSE:
The purpose of this procedure is to set forth guidelines and conditions under which a recipient's request for treatment by spiritual means shall be approved or denied, and to provide for an administrative review of denial of a request for treatment by spiritual means.

DEFINITION:

TREATMENT BY SPIRITUAL MEANS:  A spiritual discipline or school of thought upon which a resident wishes to rely to aid physical or mental recovery and includes easy access, at the recipient's expense, both to printed, recorded, or visual material essential or related to treatment by spiritual means and to a symbolic object of similar significance.

PROCEDURE:


  I.
A request for treatment by spiritual means may be made by the recipient, guardian or parent of a minor recipient.

A.
If at all possible, this request should be made in writing.

B.
The request may be given/made to any staff person involved with the recipient.

C.
The request is immediately forwarded to the client services manager, who informs his/her supervisor and the Executive Director of his Designee of the request.

D.
The written request is filed in the recipient's record.

 II.
The client services manager is responsible for the decision to approve or deny the request for treatment by spiritual means.

A.
The client service manager will collaborate with other members of the Interdisciplinary Team in order to reach a decision regarding the request.

B.
Approval is to be given in writing to the recipient and to the person requesting treatment by spiritual means, if other than the recipient.  A copy of the approval is to be placed in the recipient's record and another copy is forwarded to the client service manager's supervisor.

1.
If the person requesting treatment by spiritual means is other than the recipient, assurance must be obtained that the recipient assents to this treatment.

2. 
The client service manager will incorporate the treatment by spiritual means into the recipient's schedule and will assure cooperation of staff.

3.
Opportunity for contact with agencies providing treatment by spiritual means shall be provided in the same manner as recipients are permitted to see private mental health professionals.

4. 
The "right to treatment by spiritual means" includes the right of recipients or guardians to refuse medication or other treatment on spiritual grounds which predate the current allegations of mental illness or disability, but does not extend to circumstances where either:

a)
A guardian or the Agency has been empowered by a court to consent to or provide treatment and has done so;

b)
A recipient is presently dangerous to self or others and treatment is essential to prevent physical injury.

5.
The Agency may appeal to the probate court when there is a refusal on spiritual grounds of medication or other treatment for a minor.

6.
The "right to treatment by spiritual means" does not include the right:

a)
To use mechanical devices or chemical or organic compounds which are physically harmful;

b)
To engage in activity prohibited by law;

c) 
To engage in activity which physically harms the recipient or others;

d)
To engage in activity which is inconsistent with court-ordered custody or voluntary placement by a person other than the recipient.

C.
Denial of the request is to be made in writing to the recipient and the person requesting treatment by spiritual means if other than the recipient.  One copy is to be placed in the recipient's record and another copy is forwarded to the client service manager's supervisor.

1.
The denial letter includes the reasons for the denial.

2.
The denial letter includes an explanation of the recipient's (or other person's) right to appeal the decision.

3. 
The client service manager's supervisor automatically reviews the decision to deny treatment by spiritual means to assure adherence to Agency policy.

4. 
A denial of the request is appropriate if the treatment by spiritual means is inconsistent with a court order for treatment, breaks the law or is or could be physically harmful to the recipient or others.

III.
Upon approval for request for treatment by spiritual means:

A.
The client service manager will make an effort to collaborate with the provider to the treatment.

1.
A "Release of Confidential Information" consent form will need to be signed by the recipient or empowered guardian.

B.
If the recipient or empowered guardian agrees, the provider of spiritual treatment will be considered a member of the Interdisciplinary Team and this treatment will be incorporated into the recipient's service plan.

C.
Treatment by spiritual means will be reviewed as part of the service plan.

1.
If, in the opinion of the Interdisciplinary Team, treatment by spiritual means is having a detrimental effect on a recipient's status, approval may be withdrawn by the team.

 IV.
The recipient or a person acting on his/her behalf has the right to appeal a denial decision or a withdrawal of approval for treatment by spiritual means.

A.
The client service manger's supervisor automatically reviews the decision to deny the request.

B.
The recipient or someone acting on his/her behalf may then appeal to the Community Services Director.  The appeal should be in writing; the recipient or person acting on his/her behalf may request assistance from any staff person or the Recipient Rights Advisor/Officer.

C.
The Community Services Director shall make a written response to the appeal within ten (10) working days of the receipt of the appeal.

D.
If the recipient or person acting on his/her behalf is not satisfied with the Community Services Director's decision, an appeal may be made to the Executive Director.  The Executive Director shall make a written response to the appeal within ten (10) working days of the receipt of the appeal.

E.
Recipients or persons acting in their behalf should also be informed of their right to file a Recipient Rights Complaint.
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