PROGRAM BENEFITS

Many children with severe impairments may not be
able to eat, walk, dress or talk on their own. They
often have both mental and physical impairments
and need round-the-clock care. Families that
include children with severe disabilities have many
expenses other families do not.

Uses for the subsidy might be the purchase of
additional therapies, special equipment, special
food, diapers, transportation costs, in-home
specialized care, respite care, family counseling,
support groups, general household expenses,
family recreation and home remodeling to provide
for the special needs of the child.

This list is not all-inclusive. A unique feature of
the subsidy is that the family decides its use to
suit their needs.

PAYMENTS

Payments are just over $200 per month. They are
the same for all families and are issued near the
end of each month.

Families of children presently placed out of the
home may contact their CMHSP to discuss
possibilities for being reunited. The subsidy
program allows parents a one-time advance
payment equal to a two-month amount. This
payment helps the family prepare for the child’s
homecoming. Parents are eligible for this one-time
payment if the child’s placement outside the home
has been more than one year and the family has
received help from this program in the past.

ADMINISTRATION

The Michigan Legislature passed the Family
Support Subsidy Act in 1983. The Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services and

the CMHSPs administer and implement the act.

INFORMATION

CMHSPs can provide additional information
on the Family Support Subsidy Program.
Questions or requests for applications
should be directed to your local CMHSP.

CMHSPs are listed in most telephone books
or you can find contact information online
at www.macmhb.org (click on “Looking for
Services”).

If you are unable to find CMHSP contact
information call the Michigan Department
of Health and Human Services Family
Support Subsidy Program office in Lansing
at 517-241-5774. The TTY number is 711.
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